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The National Infantry 
Museum and Soldier Center, 
under construction on a 
200-acre site adjoining Ft. 
Benning and Columbus, 
Ga., is the lead article in 
this edition of the Infantry 
Bugler magazine. When 
completed in 2008, this 
facility will stand in tribute 
to the Infantry Soldiers and 
their families who have 
sacrificed so much for the 
freedoms all of us have 

enjoyed over the past 232 years.   
Our efforts to honor Infantry Soldiers for their 

commitment and sacrifice are long overdue. These great 
American Soldiers have proven in every conflict since the 
Revolutionary War that freedom is not free. Infantry Soldiers 
have sustained more than 80 percent of all casualties suffered 
by this nation in every war. This statistic is staggering and 
fully justifies the effort and expense of this world-class facility.

The National Infantry Foundation has been truly honored 
to carry the torch for this very special effort. To accomplish 
this $86 million project we have assembled an extraordinary 
team of architectural designers, project managers and 
contractors. Every member of the team is personally 
committed to the value of his or her work in honor of Soldiers. 
Ricky Eskridge, foreman on the World War II site remodeling, 
says it best: “Every time I drive a nail in one of these World 
War II buildings, I think of a young Soldier who gave his life 
for the freedom I enjoy today!”

This Museum and Soldier Center will be home to all 
Infantrymen past, present and future; and in a few years, to our 
Armor brethren. I would encourage all of you to make plans to 
visit Columbus and Fort Benning in late 2008 and beyond. I 
know you will be very impressed with this world-class tribute 
to the American Soldier and that you will enjoy all of the 
activities that will be available in this state-of-the-art facility.  

HOOAH!

Every year, we time the 
publication of this issue to 
coincide with the 
scheduling of the Infantry 
Warfighting Conference at 
Fort Benning, and this 
year is no exception. The 
conference is always an 
exciting event, at which 
we see many old 
acquaintances and many 
of our members, especially 
during the NIA Golf 
Scramble and at our 

conference exhibit in Infantry Hall. If any of you get the 
chance, please stop by and say hello to me, Kelly or Doraine, 
all of whom will be there. 

This year is especially exciting for several reasons. The 
new National Infantry Museum and Soldier Center at Patriot 
Park is well on its way to becoming reality. We encourage you 
to drive by and see how the building is going up. Secondly, it 
is the 100th anniversary of the Infantry School, and there will 
be appropriate recognition of that during the conference. But 
perhaps most exciting for the NIA will be the publication of 
“The U.S. Army Infantry” by Rizzoli International, formerly 
Hugh Lauter Levin Associates who published the books titled 
“The U.S. Army,” “The Marines,” “Naval Aviation” and “Special 
Operations Forces” among others. 

The NIA is sponsoring this book, and it has been in the 
works for more than four years. If all goes as planned, it will 
be available by the time of the conference and will be an 
excellent way to pay tribute to the Infantrymen and their 
supporters of the past 233 years. A lot of hard work by many 
authors and editors has gone into this project. I believe you all 
will be proud, and hopefully you will want to own a copy and 
give others as gifts. 

The publisher has given the NIA the opportunity to offer 
the book at a greatly reduced pre-general publication price 
(the full retail is projected to be $75.00). Please check out our 
website, through which you will be able to buy the book 
during the pre-publication phase for $55.00 plus shipping 
and handling. 

I am proud to have been a small part of the project, and I 
think you will be proud too. For those of you who are our 
chapter leaders, please keep up your fine membership efforts. 
Those of you who have good ideas or stories for the Infantry 
Bugler, send them in. To the rest of you, thanks very much for 
all you do for our Association and our country.

MG (Ret) Jerry A. White COL (Ret) Richard Nurnberg

from the  
executive Director

from the  
president
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from the chief of the infantry

MG Walter Wojdakowski

In April 1907, 100 years ago, 
the Army established the 
School of Musketry at the 
Presidio of Monterey, Calif. 
This was the beginning of the 

Infantry School. In this Commandant’s note, I want to discuss 
how the Infantry applied lessons learned in combat to improve 
the training of our Soldiers even as the Infantry School itself 
evolved over the course of a century.   

Friedrich von Steuben began the U.S. Infantry’s first 
systematic training when he drilled George Washington’s 
Continental Army at Valley Forge in 1778. Following the Mexican 
War, the Army’s peacetime training continued intermittently until 
the Civil War, which represented the first confrontation between 
18th century tactics and 19th century technology. Union and 
Confederate forces sustained casualties far greater than those of 
any earlier conflict. The massed frontal Infantry attacks favored 
by Union and Confederate forces early in the war fell apart in the 
face of field artillery firing canister and grape shot and the 
massed fires of rifles accurate to ranges two or three times those 
of the smoothbore muskets still in use. These Civil War lessons 
spawned MG Emory Upton’s “U.S. Army Infantry Tactics,” 
published in 1874, which remained in use until after the Spanish-
American War of 1898.

Following the Spanish-American War, LTG Arthur 
MacArthur, Commander of the Pacific Division, established the 
School of Musketry at Monterey in 1907 to address 
shortcomings identified in the war with Spain. The post at 
Monterey was too small for training large numbers of troops, 
however, and the school moved to Fort Sill, Okla., in 1913 as 
the Infantry School of Arms where field artillery, Infantry, and 
cavalry officers and noncommissioned officers learned the 
fundamentals of their profession.  

The outbreak of the World War I in 1914 and initial reports 
from the field showed that our own Army needed to train for 
modern war, and on a far larger scale than ever before. Fort Sill 
was not big enough to accommodate the levels of training needed 
and the Army selected a site near Columbus, Ga., and named it 
Camp Benning. The machine gun school left Fort Sill and moved 
to Camp Hancock, Ga., in the summer of 1917. Soldiers trained 
there on contemporary machine guns used by the warring 
powers. At the same time, the Small Arms Firing School opened 
at Camp Perry, Ohio. The Army officially established Camp 

Benning on 19 October 1918, less than a month before the 
end of World War I. By now, after-action reports flooded the 
War Department from Europe, and after close scrutiny, our 
training further evolved.   

Camp Benning escaped the closure of military posts 
during the post-war demobilization when COL Paul B. 
Malone — himself a decorated WWI brigade commander 
and staff officer — presented the case for preserving the 
camp before Congress. He stressed the urgent need for a 
single Infantry school where the Army’s Soldiers and leaders 
could learn their profession, and on 20 February 1920, 
Congress voted to resume the construction and growth at 
Camp Benning.  

As war clouds again spread over Europe in World War II, 
Fort Benning trained more than 600,000 Soldiers and 
commissioned 52,000 lieutenants by the end of 1945. The 
Infantry Board received and applied the lessons learned 
during World War II for the next generation of Soldiers. 
Ranger units in Burma, the Pacific, North Africa and Europe 
necessitated Ranger training at Fort Benning. The first Ranger 
class for individual candidates graduated on 1 March 1952. 
Barely five years after World War II, the Korean War 
presented new challenges as the Army faced an enemy whose 
massed Infantry assaults and tenacity again gave rise to 
changes in tactics, techniques and procedures to deal with 
this new threat.

In Vietnam, the limited road network and elusive nature 
of the enemy demanded better mobility. Under MG Harry 
W.O. Kinnard’s leadership, the 11th Air Assault Division 
tested and refined the air mobility concept at Fort Benning in 
1963. In 1965 it deployed to Vietnam as the 1st Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile). Throughout the Cold War, in Operation 
Desert Storm and smaller conflicts, and now during the 
Global War on Terrorism we still gather and apply the lessons 
learned in combat. Our ability to capture and rapidly 
disseminate information on the enemy’s intent, his weapons, 
and his tactics, techniques and procedures enables us to 
share intelligence with our allies, and to train our own 
Soldiers to destroy him.  

The Infantry saves lives and wins battles because we 
collect and share relevant information on the enemy. As we 
welcome the Armor School to Fort Benning and become the 
Maneuver Center of Excellence, we look back with pride on 
those early days after 1913 when Infantrymen, field 
artillerymen and cavalrymen trained together at Fort Sill 
and we look forward to this superb training opportunity in 
the future.

Follow me!

M
ESSA

G
ES

A Century of 
Training

Applying the 
Lessons Learned
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Construction of the new National Infantry Museum and Soldier 
Center outside Fort Benning began just eight months ago, but the 
museum’s first artifact is already in place. On 1 June, a Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle that once belonged to the 1st Battalion, 22nd 
Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division in Iraq, was moved to 
its spot of honor at the end of the museum’s signature exhibition, 
the Last 100 Yards ramp. There, it will symbolize the 
contributions Infantrymen have made in the recent desert wars. 

Before its new assignment, the Bradley spent a few months at 
BAE Systems, 
getting repaired 
and freshly 
painted. In front 
of dozens of 
spectators, a 
crane carefully 
lifted the Bradley 
— decked out in 
an American flag 
— 20 feet into 
the air and 
gently lowered it 
onto a specially 
engineered slab. 
At 25 tons (and 
that is without 
its engine and 
other mechanical 
parts), the 
Bradley had to 
be put in place 
before the 
museum’s  
walls and roof 
went up.

It will be months before the rest of the museum’s impressive 
collection moves into the new $86 million facility. Opening is 
targeted for fall 2008, but significant progress is being made 
every day.

Steel erection on the 186,000-square-foot building began in 
April. “This phase of construction moves pretty quickly,” 
explained Batson-Cook Construction superintendent, Chuck 
Williams. “Once the walls go up you can’t see the work that’s 
being done inside, so it feels like progress is slower.”

Passion for the Project
Charlie Ball is Batson-Cook’s military affairs advisor and chief 

cheerleader for the project. He calls it “a heart thing, not a mind 
thing.” With proofreading help from his wife, he wrote a special 
mission statement for the project and posted it in the jobsite 
trailer. Every employee and subcontractor is asked to read and 
sign it, pledging his or her commitment to the special nature of 
the job.

“The hospitals, schools and banks we build are important,” 
Ball said, “but the National Infantry Museum is first among 
equals. It’s honoring the men who’ve fought for our freedom. 

This is the most 
important project 
Batson-Cook has 
done in its 93-
year history.”

The workers 
understand that, 
too. Ball said the 
museum site is 
the cleanest 
jobsite you will 
ever visit — no 
cups, no cans, 
not even 
cigarette butts — 
because they 
treat the site like 
sacred ground. 
“I’ve even seen a 
guy field strip 
his cigarette and 
put the butt in 
his pocket.”

Ball said he 
is looking 
forward to 

bringing his wife, children and grandchildren to the finished 
museum. “But what I’m really anxious to see is the look on the 
face of the first World War II veteran who walks through that 
door, and the first E-1 who brings his girlfriend for a visit. Then 
I’ll know the mission’s been accomplished.”

Parade Ground and World War II Street
Adjacent to the museum, on a 200-acre campus, is a seven-acre 
parade ground. Underneath, a maze of pipes will provide cost- 
and energy-efficient geothermal heating and cooling for the 
museum. Although the parade ground likely will not be used for 
graduations or changes of command until the new museum 

New NatioNal iNfaNtry 
museum rampiNg up:  
visible progress

The 4th Infantry Division’s Bradley Fighting Vehicle is lifted by crane onto the museum’s signature Last 100 Yards 
ramp before the building’s walls and ceilings can go up.

by Cyndy Cerbin
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opens, it will be 
finished this fall.     

For years, Soldiers 
have graduated from 
initial entry training on 
an expanse of asphalt 
better suited for a 
parking lot. Visitors 
have had to create their 
own parking spaces on 
grass and dirt, dodging 
trees and wayward 
parkers. Until recently, 
uncovered bleachers left 
them exposed to sun, 
rain and wind. When 
the new field is ready, 
graduates will parade 
onto manicured, grass-
covered grounds. Their 
families, who will park 
in a lot next to the 
museum, will sit in a 
stadium that includes 
concession stands and 
rest rooms. 

Perhaps the most 
meaningful feature of 
the parade field will lie 
beneath the feet of the 
graduating Infantrymen. The rich Georgia clay will be seeded 
with soil from Yorktown, Gettysburg, Normandy and other 
historic battlefields. As these young men join the ranks of 
America’s Army, they literally will be standing on sacred soil 
fought for by the Soldiers who came before them.  

One feature of the grounds surrounding the museum, known 
as Patriot Park, is already finished. World War II Company Street 
is a collection of seven authentically restored buildings that 
represent a time when 16 million Americans joined the war effort. 
Among the buildings is a chapel that was moved from the 
Harmony Church area of Fort Benning. The chapel has already 
been used for memorial services and reunions, and will be 
available for weddings and other ceremonies. 

In the barracks, bunks, lockers and gun racks line the walls. 
The platoon sergeant’s office carries the name of SFC (Ret) Phillip 
Liparoto, an Infantryman who served in World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam. A picture of his young family sits on the desk, along 
with a log book and a pack of cigarettes. A rifle and handgun 
stand in the corner and his uniform hangs in the locker. A 
ceremony unveiling the newly equipped platoon sergeant’s office 
was held in June. Liparoto, who had just turned 92 years old, 
reclaimed his responsibility for looking after all the young 
recruits in the barracks. 

Across from the barracks stands the mess hall. It, too, can be 
used for special events. Rounding out the living history site are a 

supply room, an orderly room and the headquarters and sleeping 
quarters used by GEN George S. Patton before his deployment to 
North Africa during World War II.

Galleries
Late this year, the existing Infantry museum on Fort Benning will 
close as its artifacts are prepared for the new facility. Exhibits will 
not be built until next year, but designers have been developing 
their plans for more than two years already. Senior exhibit 
designer Brent Johnson is putting the finishing touches on The 
Last 100 Yards ramp, an exhibit he calls his career high point. 

The ramp, 30 feet wide and 100 yards long, will give visitors 
an intensive and interactive overview of the Infantry’s 233-year 
history as they begin their trek through the museum. The first 
stop will be Redoubt #10, where Alexander Hamilton’s triumph 
opened the way for American victory in the War for 
Independence. Next, Union troops can be seen taking the bridge 
at Antietam, where staunch Confederate defenders have been 
forced to retreat. Visitors will walk through a bombed-out 
building at Soisonne and meet Soldiers scaling the daunting cliffs 
of Omaha Beach. A Huey helicopter drops troops at Landing 
Zone X-Ray and the Bradley Fighting Vehicle at the top of the 
ramp bears witness to the successes of the mechanized ground 
war in Desert Storm.    

 “People everywhere will be talking about this exhibit,” said 

On this portion of The Last 100 Yards ramp, visitors cross the bridge at Antietam in the company of both Confederate and Union 
Soldiers and then transition into a vignette from Soisonne during World War I.



Serena Furman, project manager for Christopher Chadbourne 
and Associates. “It will put you in the middle of warfare. 
Smoke hanging in the trees, Soldiers whose faces reveal both 
fear and bravery, a cacophony of chaos and cannon fire and 
bombs bursting.” 

At the end of the ramp, visitors will find they have risen a 
full story. Here they may enter the Fort Benning gallery, where 
they will learn what it takes to turn a young man into a 
warrior. A wide staircase returns them downstairs to the grand 
hall, from where they can select the era galleries they wish to 
visit. In the World War I gallery, they will trudge through a 
narrow trench and use a periscope to see how close the enemy 
is. In the Vietnam gallery, the heat, humidity and hidden faces 
of the Viet Cong bring jungle combat to life. All of the galleries 
feature interactive combat maps, where visitors can pinpoint 
the locations of battles in which their fathers, grandfathers and 
great-grandfathers fought.

In addition to the era galleries, the museum will feature a 
Hall of Valor, where visitors can learn about the medals 
awarded to Infantrymen, and find the citations of any Medal of 
Honor recipient in an interactive kiosk. There also will be a 
Ranger Hall of Honor acknowledging the heroics of this elite 
branch of Infantry.

A gallery, unique to the Infantry museum, will pay tribute 
to the wives, mothers and children of Infantrymen. Through 
their eyes, visitors will learn that a family’s sacrifice is no less 
significant than is the Soldier’s.

A comprehensive visit to the new National Infantry 
Museum and Soldier Center could take two or three hours, 
depending upon level of interest. A themed restaurant and a 
gift shop fully stocked with books, clothing, toys and souvenirs 
will offer visitors a chance to reenergize. Museum guests will 
not want to miss the 3-D IMAX theater, the only IMAX in 
Georgia outside Atlanta.

Fund Raising
Although construction is well on its way, the National Infantry 
Foundation is still working to reach its fund raising goal. About 
$70 million has been raised toward the projected cost of $86 
million. $26 million has come from federal and state 
governments; the rest has come from businesses, foundations and 
individuals. Soon, the foundation will take the campaign to the 
grass roots level, where the public can become founding members 
of the new museum by, among other things, purchasing a brick 
or granite paver to honor a loved one.

“We’ve been extremely pleased with the response we’ve gotten 
from major potential donors,” National Infantry Foundation 
Chairman and President MG (Ret) Jerry White said. “But we still 
have a long way to go. We know there are people all across the 
country that are just as passionate about honoring Infantrymen as 
we are. We need their help.”

From the start, it was the intent of the Foundation to raise 
half of the necessary funds from the community and the state of 
Georgia, and the other half from a national campaign. To date, 
$39 million has come from local donors and $31 has come from 

outside Georgia. Among those who have donated $1 million or 
more are the Seoul-based Samsung Corporation (in conjunction 
with the Korean government), Texas billionaire Ross Perot, and 
soft drink giant Coca-Cola.

White is especially touched by donations that come from 
retired and active military. “Soldiers don’t make much money, 
not even after retirement,” White said. “So their gifts speak 
volumes about the need for this museum.” At least one check was 
mailed by a Soldier serving in Iraq. “You’d think a museum back 
home, no matter how deserving, would be the last thing on his 
mind,” White said. “But this is the kind of Soldier we’re doing 
this for.”

To become a founding contributor to the National Infantry 
Museum and Soldier Center at Patriot Park, log onto  
www.nationalinfantryfoundation.org, or call the Foundation at 
(706) 653-9234. 

 

Would you like to  
make a donation?

You can now make a tax-deductible donation to 
benefit the new National Infantry Museum.

If you would like to make a donation, simply 
forward your gift to: 

National Infantry Foundation
P.O. Box 2823, Columbus, GA 31902
(706) 653-9234 
www.nationalingantryfoundation.com
Secure donations can be made online

92-year-old SFC (Ret) Phillip Liparoto and daughter, Reggie Richards, examine 
World War II weapons in the Platoon Sergeant’s room named for him.

F E A T U R E
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Call for

 Submissions
Do you have an opinion concerning one 
of the stories in this issue? We would like to 

print your responses in our Letters to the Editor 

column. Have you researched a topic that 
is of interest to Infantry Soldiers? Submit it 

to us as an article for the Bugler. Do you have 
personal experiences or valuable lessons 
learned that would benefit other readers? 

Let us be your vehicle for delivering those 

thoughts. Send your submissions to dbennett@

infantryassn.com.
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This nation can afford to be strong – it cannot afford to be weak. We 
shall do what is needed to make and keep us strong.

   - President John F. Kennedy  

Force modernization, ensuring our Army maintains its 
advantage on the battlefields of tomorrow, is the primary mission 
of the Infantry Futures Group. Chartered by the Chief of 
Infantry, the group is composed of the Directorate of Combat 
Developments, the Soldier Battle Lab, the Office of Infantry 
Proponency and three TRADOC Capability Management 
directorates (Soldier, Infantry Brigade Combat Team and Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team). The group’s goal is to keep our nation 
strong by providing trained and ready Soldiers, flexible and 
adaptive leaders, sound doctrine, effective organizations, and 
lethal and survivable equipment. 

The Infantry Futures Group must meet the demands of the 
current war while anticipating and developing solutions for 
tomorrow’s battlefield. Its objective is to provide the most 
combat-effective formations on the battlefield, where 
Infantrymen fight as part of Brigade Combat Teams (BCTs). The 
challenge inherent in this goal is to effectively distribute the 
combat power of Infantrymen in today’s contemporary 
operational environment and on the battlefields of tomorrow. 
Futures development efforts are aligned in four broad areas: 
future warfighting concept development; requirements 
determination; experimentation; and the integration of 
Doctrine, Organization, Training, Materiel, Leadership and 
Education, Personnel and Facilities (DOTMLPF).  

Warfighting  
Concept Development  
Infantry warfighting concepts describe how 
future forces are organized, equipped, trained, 
led and employed across the full spectrum of 
operations, against a range of potential threats. 
The concepts are formed by lessons learned 
from the current battlefield. They are nested 
with emerging doctrinal thought from the 
Combined Arms Center and synchronized with 
other branch schools. The Future Force 
Integration Directorate (FFID) and the Army 
Evaluation Task Force (AETF), both of which 
became operational at Fort Bliss this spring, 
will integrate and evaluate many of these ideas 
as it is critical that Infantry war-fighting 
development is synchronized with their work. 

Future operational thought cannot be 
examined without anticipating emerging 
technologies. The networked battlefield 
envisioned by “The Army in Joint Operations, 
the Army’s Future Force Capstone Concept 

2015-2024” (TRADOC Pamphlet 525-3-0, dated 7 April 2005) 
has tremendous potential for our Army. The capabilities afforded 
to our Soldiers by information technology, and the benefit from 
their application on a network-enabled battlefield appear 
unlimited, even if the effects are not fully known at this time. 
The ability to assess information gathered from multiple sources 
(see first); to participate actively in collective intelligence 
communities (understand first); to make critical judgments 
enabled by the wealth of information available (act first); and to 
apply collaborative groups in problem solving (finish decisively) 
are all achievable at a more complete level than ever before on 
the battlefield.

In order to analyze future operational paradigms, we must 
also examine organizational designs. The Army’s decision in 
2004 to redesign itself as a brigade-based Army is a good 
example. This battlefield vision emphasizes operations at 
multiple austere points of entry and operational maneuver from 
strategic distances. Functioning within this pattern requires a 
modular force, more capable of executing expeditionary 
operations than our previous organizational design. Many 
functional units, such as artillery, military intelligence and 
engineers that were previously organized as divisional units, are 
organic to the BCT designs of today’s Infantry.  

Requirements Determination  
Infantry and Soldier capability and requirements determination 
are developed in the context of how Soldier capabilities are 
employed within BCTs, and how they are distributed across the 
battlefield. Efforts of the Infantry Futures Group in this area 

iNfaNtry force  
moDerNizatioN

by COL Don Sando
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are synchronized through the Army Capability Integration 
Center (ARCIC).

Soldier as a System (SaaS) is the primary modernization 
priority. As described in the Spring 2007 edition of Infantry 
Bugler, SaaS recognizes the importance of synchronizing Soldier 
lethality, survivability, mobility and sustainability from a system 
perspective. The holistic design approach to the four systems 
(Core, Ground, Air and Mounted) provides Soldiers with the 
capabilities to accomplish assigned tasks and successfully conduct 
operations against any opponent, on any battlefield.

Experimentation  
The Soldier Battle Lab at Fort Benning, Ga., is responsible for 
Soldier experimentation in live, virtual and constructive 
environments for both prototype development and concept 
evaluation. Refer to Fall 2005 issue of Infantry Bugler. The Air 
Assault Expeditionary Force (AAEF) campaign is the premier 
annual Soldier experimentation event for our Army, and is the 
Soldier’s critical link to Future Combat System (FCS). Soldier 
Battle Lab efforts complement the Army Evaluation Task Force 
platform and network evaluation. Their work provides valuable 
observation, insights and lessons to the FCS team and enables 
Soldiers to operate effectively within the networked battlefield.

The Soldier Battle Lab also conducts user evaluations and 
assessments on a wide variety of Soldier systems. Recently 
completed evaluations include Soldier protection systems, wide 
field of view Night Vision Goggles, Hybrid/Electric HMMWV, 
Machine Gun Optic, and a Limited User Evaluation of the 
advanced AT-4, a light anti-tank round. Assessments have been 
completed on several Gunfire Detection Systems, Mine Blast 
Attenuation Seats and the Buster Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. The 
Battle Lab also participated with the U.S. Marine Corps in 
evaluating the Mine Resistant Ambush Protection (MRAP) vehicle.

An important aspect of experimentation is to determine the 
impact of new systems on our small unit formations, such as rifle 

squads, platoons and Infantry company headquarters. A central 
question that must be answered is this: Does this new system or 
technology improve the unit’s battlefield function? Even more 
important, however, is the answer to a second question: Does 
this new system or technology change the nature of the 
battlefield, and therefore change the battlefield function of the 
formation? The proliferation of robotic systems (such as PacBots 
and Raven UAVs) illustrates these complementary questions. The 
enhanced ability to gather battlefield information provided by 
unmanned systems improves the ability to identify enemy 
locations and evaluate terrain. However, the requirement to 
transport, operate and maintain these systems on the battlefield 
may draw combat power away from rifle squads. One solution 
might be the addition of a robotics NCO within the company 
headquarters to assist the commander in planning the use of and 
controlling robotic systems.    

DOTMLPF Integration  
DOTMLPF integration across the BCTs is vital to maintaining 
our combat capability advantage on the battlefield. Force 
development initiatives cannot be undertaken in isolation; rather, 
they must consider and account for effects across the domains of 
DOTMLPF. For example, successful materiel fielding to BCTs is 
dependent on a proper organization, manned with the 
appropriate number of personnel. It must also include a complete 
training program and a comprehensive support package in order 
to sustain capability over time.

This year TRADOC reorganized its System Managers into 
Capability Managers (TCM). The change goes beyond the name. 
While the former system managers primarily focused on 
particular materiel systems, TCMs focus on the integration of 
capability within BCT formations and across all domains of 
DOTMLPF. The newly-established TCMs for Infantry and Stryker 
BCTs are stationed at Fort Benning. The TCM for Heavy Brigade 
Combat Teams is stationed at Fort Knox, Ky., with a Bradley 
section located at Fort Benning. The Bradley section coordinates 
all modernization efforts with TCM-HBCT, while it is 
responsible to the Chief of Infantry as the proponent for the 
Bradley family of vehicles.

TCM-Soldier is the Soldier’s representative in our force 
modernization effort. The directorate serves as the Army’s 
centralized manager and integrator for all items worn, 
consumed or carried by individual Soldiers in a tactical 
environment. It works closely with the Combat Developments 
Directorate, the formation TCMs and the Program Executive 
Office for Soldier Systems.  

An essential aspect of the DOTMLPF integration effort is 
collecting, assessing and applying observations, insights and 
lessons learned from the battlefield. It is necessary to gain 
experience from the battlefield, but it is not sufficient simply to 
react to the variety of information available. Experience without 
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analysis and learning is of little value. Frederick the Great 
counseled subordinate commanders who leaned heavily on 
experience without learning and adapting. He noted that he had 
two mules that were veterans of some 20 campaigns, yet they 
were still mules. 

Our TCMs work hard to stay ahead of the mules. For 
example, TCM Soldier maintains a team of Soldiers deployed with 
4-2 SBCT in Iraq. Their goal is to evaluate and analyze in real-

time the effectiveness on the battlefield of the Land Warrior and 
Mounted Warrior systems and to return that feedback to combat 
and materiel developers. This iterative analysis process helps 
develop the Ground and Mounted Soldier Systems, two 
components of our SaaS modernization effort.     

Summary
While we cannot know precisely what the future holds for our 
Infantry, we are certain who holds that future. It is in the hands 
of courageous young men and women who come to the colors of 
our nation in a time of war. The mission within the Infantry 
Futures Group is to provide them with sound organizational 
designs and operational concepts, with effective weapons and 
machinery of war, and with the finest training and leader 
development to place our Infantrymen in a position of advantage 
on the battlefield.

 
COL Don Sando is Director, Infantry Futures Group. A 1��1 

graduate of the United States Military Academy, he has served 
in Mechanized, Airborne and Ranger units. He is a graduate of 
the Army War College and holds a Master of Science degree in 
Operations Research from the Air Force Institue of Technology.
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Land Warrior, a first-generation integrated modular fighting 
system for dismounted Soldiers, has recently been added to the 
war fighter’s tactical toolbox. Stryker Soldiers of the 2nd Infantry 
Division’s 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment are the first to 
deploy into combat with the system. Though all of the Soldiers 
in the 4th Battalion have trained with Land Warrior, the system 
has only been issued down to the team leader level. Reports from 
the field indicate that the system unquestionably enhances 
combat effectiveness.  

“Land Warrior gave me confidence as I planned to 
coordinate for a blind hit at night for the first time in this area,” 
said 1LT Brandon Kint.

The system features a radio for sending and receiving voice 
and data communications; a helmet-mounted display (HMD) for 
viewing digital maps, reading messages and target identification; 
a navigation system; and weapons optics for targeting the enemy. 
All of Land Warrior’s components are wired through a computer, 
and are worn attached to the body armor along with the other 
gear Soldiers carry, such as ammo pouches, first aid gear and 
water. Another component of Land Warrior is a weapons 
subsystem, which consists of a daylight video sight, a 
multifunction laser aiming device and a lightweight thermal 
optic. One Soldier per squad is designated to carry this Land 
Warrior component, which can be used during over-watch 
operations and other missions. 

“The Land Warrior system is a great tool,” said CPT Mike 
Williams, Commander of Alpha Company. “Forces are able to 
maneuver using imagery instead of your standard map. It 
provides great command and control for me and for my leaders. I 
am able to supervise my Soldiers moving 3 to 5 kilometers from 
my location, and I can tell exactly where they are going, what 
they are doing; and they are able to provide me feedback on what 
they see. This is a tremendous asset that we would be incapable 
of doing with standard FM communications with a map.”

The digital communication and navigation equipment is 
designed to eliminate the fog of war, reduce elements of 
confusion in close combat situations, and provide leaders with 
accurate locations of both friendly and enemy forces. “It provides 
a sense of comfort in reducing the fratricide potential, especially 
when there are so many units moving in and out of the 
battlefield,” Williams said. “Everyone knows where everyone else 
is on the battlefield and everyone knows where everyone else’s 
direct fire is.”

The payoff to Land Warrior’s development cycle is in 
improving the management of Soldiers in combat and other 
operations. Williams said the system has been “extremely 
reliable,” pointing out that it has held up to the heat of the Iraqi 
summer, with temperatures from 110 to 115 degrees.  

Over the past 10 to 15 years, the Army has been digitizing 
vehicles, but Soldiers would lose all of their situational awareness 
when they exited the vehicles. Land Warrior allows Soldiers to 
maintain this awareness and improves the commander’s ability 
to manage the battle. 

Some Soldiers have voiced concerns about the bulk and 
weight of the equipment. “The bulk is not so much a problem 
with clearing the buildings, just with getting in and out of the 
[Stryker] hatch,” said Garza. “We do a lot of raids where we are 
hopping walls, and then the bulkiness is an issue.” Still, Garza 
says the payoff in combat effectiveness is worth it. “After a while, 
you don’t notice it.”

Land Warrior was a concept first considered in the early 
1990s with the hope of making the Soldier a complete weapon 
system by integrating lethality, survivability, and command and 
control. Early versions of the system weighed in excess of 40 
pounds, but after numerous iterations based on Soldier feedback, 
the current version is about 10 pounds in the typical 
configuration. Attaching the equipment directly to the armor 
provides additional weight reductions by allowing users to get 
rid of the pouches that formerly held the equipment. More 
weight reductions are planned in the near term.  

Land Warrior is the first networked Soldier, in what is 
expected to be a continuous evolution with any future Army and 
Joint battlefield networks. 

 
Debi Dawson serves as Strategic Communications Officer, 

Program Executive Office Soldier.

Land Warrior eliminates the fog of war.
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To mark a proud milestone in Infantry history, MG Walter 
Wojdakowski has declared 2007 the Year of the Infantry School 
Centennial. In addition to media articles and displays across 
Fort Benning, a suitable outdoor celebration is planned for 
September at the site of the new National Infantry Museum and 
Soldier Center at Patriot Park.  

On 1 April 1907, the School of Musketry opened for 
courses in rifle and machine gun marksmanship at Monterey, 
Calif.

General Orders, Headquarters, Pacific Division,
No. 5, San Francisco, Cal., March 6, 1907.
“…they will carry into effect the requirements of the order 

with a view to 
opening the 
[Musketry] school 
on April 1, 
1907…”

- By Command 
of LTG [Arthur] 
MacArthur 1

In 1913, the 
school moved to 
Fort Sill, Okla., 
and then in 1918, 
on to Camp 
Benning, Ga., as 
the U.S. Army 
Infantry School. 
Within three years, 
Camp Benning was 
designated Fort 
Benning and the 
Model 1905 
Bayonet on the 
school shoulder 
patch rotated from 
point downward to 
point upward. 

The Developmental Process
The United States Army Infantry School traces its creation to the 
beginnings of the Continental Army during the War for 
Independence. George Washington appointed Captain “Baron” 
von Steuben, Drillmaster of the Continental Army in 1778. The 
Prussian veteran instituted a single manner of Infantry drill. By 
consolidating all junior officers into platoons and companies and 
drilling them together, he created a body of instructors for the 
entire army. Later, von Steuben convinced GEN Washington to 
form a model company of Infantry to demonstrate drill and 
maneuver to the rest of the Army. 2

After the War for Independence, Congress reduced the 
Army to an 85-man company for a year and allowed 
commanders of the regular Army and the militia to use 
whatever drill suited them.  

During the War of 1812, the Army adopted a form of 
Duane’s Tactics, a training regimen written and published by 
William Duane in the early 19th century, to reduce the Infantry 
drill to one standard drill. 3 

On 4 March 1826, MG Edmund P. Gaines established the 
first Infantry training post at Jefferson Barracks near St. Louis, 
Mo. The Infantry School of Instruction began training enlisted 
men and small units and quickly expanded to training Infantry 

officers. Renamed 
the Infantry School 
of Practice, it lasted 
only two years. By 
24 November 1828, 
the troops were 
needed across the 
nation and the post 
closed as Infantry 
units dispersed. 
The overall 
efficiency of the 
Infantry improved, 
and the idea of 
recreating a similar 
school was not lost 
on those in 
attendance. 4  

In 1881, the 
Army created a 
military 
postgraduate 
program for 
officers at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan., 
known as the 

School of Application for Infantry and Cavalry. This program is 
now the Army Command General Staff College. 5 

In 1892, the School of Application split into a School for 
Cavalry at Fort Riley, Kan., and a School for Artillery at Fort 
Sill, Okla., leaving the Infantry without a formal school. 6 

After the Spanish-American War, LTG Arthur MacArthur 
ordered the establishment of new target ranges and a course of 
fire for every unit and post in the Department of California and 
the Columbia, the entire west coast area at the time. To provide 
formal training for the marksmanship instructors, MacArthur 
ordered that a school be established in the department. The 
first commandant, CPT Frank L. Winn, later commented, 

iNfaNtry school  
celebrates 100 years 

by David Stiegham

20th Infantry Soldiers and family in1908.
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“From this idea the plan developed into a school of experiment 
and theory in the use of the rifle in battle and of improvement, 
by testing, in the rifle itself.” 

As a result, the War Department approved the 
establishment of the School of Musketry, Pacific Division, at the 
Presidio of Monterey, Calif. Although the original intent was 
the development of small arms use in the Infantry, the scope of 
development and instruction soon grew to include “all subjects 
connected with small arms, ammunition and tactics.” The latter 
directive allowed instructors to pursue research and training 
methods that prepared Infantrymen for modern warfare. 7

Outgrowing the limited ranges at the Presidio of Monterey, 
the School of Musketry co-located with the School of Fire at 
Fort Sill in 1913. Within a few years, both schools languished 
as instructors and students were needed to secure the border 
with civil war-torn Mexico and serve in the Punitive 
Expedition of 1916. Upon the Declaration of War against the 
Central Powers on 6 April 1917, it became apparent that the 
Infantry, Field Artillery and the 35th Division could not 
continue to train on the same ranges at Fort Sill. The War 
Department needed dozens of new facilities, as soon as 
possible, to muster and train the millions of Doughboys 
required in Europe. By the summer of 1918, the Infantry cast 
about for a new home. 8

A New Home
In an attempt to lure an Army training camp to the Columbus 
area, the Encampment Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce presented a “Proposal for the Lease of Land to the 
United States Government for Establishment of School of 
Musketry,” on 17 January 1918, to representatives of the U.S. 
Army. The Muscogee County Commissioners included 
endorsements in the original proposal for the construction of 
access roads and electrical transmission lines if the government 
accepted the property as a training camp. With options secured 
at $2.00 per acre on 7,400 of the proposed 9,000 acres, total 
estimated construction costs for the cantonment came to 
$706,000. A formal plan, dated 23 January 1918, lists a total of 
2008 students, instructors and permanent party housed and 
headquartered in 67 buildings. 9 

On 17 August 1918, a telegram arrived in Columbus, 
confirming the selection of the area for the new site of the 
Army’s Infantry School of Arms. By 6 October, troops 
transferring from Fort Sill stepped off the train and stood in 
formation. On 19 October, they named the new post “Camp 
Benning” in honor of local Confederate GEN Henry Lewis 
Benning. While the original proposal for the camp envisioned  
a lease on the land, the Army decided later to convert the 
cantonment to a permanent facility and continue training there 
after World War I. Unlike most temporary training facilities 
created in haste during the Great War, Camp Benning survived 
postwar budget cuts to become a permanent Infantry school  
in 1920. In 1921, the Army formally designated the post as  
the Infantry School and changed the name to Fort Benning  
in 1923. 10

Modernization
From 1927 to 1932, LTC George Marshall served as the 
Assistant Commandant of the Infantry School. In this role, 
Marshall instituted a rigorous training program known as the 
“Benning Revolution,” preparing thousands of officers for 
higher command in World War II. The Infantry Tank units 
grew through the 1930s until COL George S. Patton, Jr., and 
others formed and trained the 2nd Armored Division at Fort 
Benning before deploying overseas for combat. Numerous 
divisions and smaller units were either federalized or created at 
Fort Benning during peacetime draft buildup in 1940 and 
throughout World War II.

In 1940, the Airborne Test Platoon initiated the Airborne 
School that still graduates thousands of parachutists for the  
U.S. military each year. The Officers Candidate School began 
graduating Infantry lieutenants in 1941, and it still operates as 
the only OCS program in the Army. At the end of the World War 
II, Fort Benning remained a vibrant facility. The Infantry 
developed Ranger training and a mechanized component while 
preparing troops and leaders for the Korean War, Vietnam and 
other Cold War commitments. At this writing, the U.S. Army 
Infantry School and Fort Benning have more troops assigned as 
cadre or in training than any other facility in the U.S. military. 11

Target range at the School of Musketry.
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The concept of helicopter-borne air assault was tested for two 
years at Fort Benning before the 11th Airborne (Test) Division 
became the 1st (Air Assault) Cavalry Division prior to deployment 
to Vietnam in 1965. In addition to greatly-expanded OCS, the 
Non-Commissioned Officer Candidate Course trained thousands 
of Infantry sergeants from 1967 to 1972, forming the basis for the 
current Non-Commissioned Officer Education System. 

Over the next few years, the Armor School will join the 
Infantry School at Fort Benning to form the Maneuver Center of 
Excellence. However, as it has for the past hundred years, the 
Infantry School will continue to train Infantrymen to a level of 
excellence that makes them the best in the world.
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David Stieghan is the Infantry Branch historian. He also serves 

as Command Historian of Fort Benning USAIC.

GeicO Offers saVinGs OPPOrtunities fOr
MeMbers Of natiOnal infantry assOciatiOn
GEICO Auto Insurance has been saving drivers money off car 
insurance since 1936 through incentives such as multi-car, 
five-year good driver, 50 plus, anti-lock brakes and an anti-
theft device. GEICO now provides an additional discount for 
members of National Infantry Association in 42 states plus the 
District of Columbia. 

In a recent survey, policyholders reported saving an average 
of 15 percent when they switched their car insurance to GEICO. 
GEICO also has convenient payment plans, 24-hour access for 
sales, service and claims, as well as a countrywide network of 
claims adjusters.

To find out how much you could save with GEICO, contact 
your local GEICO office, or call (800) 368-2734, and be sure 
to mention that you are a NIA member. If you already have a 
GEICO policy, call to discuss whether you qualify for the NIA 
member discount.

Nia member beNefits

The School of Musketry and the School of Fire in 1913 at Fort Sill, Okla.  
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Close interaction between U.S. combat personnel and Iraqi and 
Afghani foreign nationals has led to the development and 
deployment of increasingly capable voice-to-voice language 
translators. One of these systems, the Voice Response Translator 
(VRT), is being deployed throughout the force structure to provide 
language translation capability at the fire team level.

The VRT is a one-way, phrase-based, voice-to-voice translator. 
Users speak a short trigger phrase into the device, and the VRT 
plays out the full phrase in the selected foreign language. In 
response to the phrase, “U.S. Soldier,” the translator announces, 
“Greetings, I’m an American Soldier.” The trigger function allows 
Soldiers to issue longer commands used repetitively by speaking 
only a couple of words. This enables them to maintain situational 
and weapon readiness.

The state of the art of translation technology does not allow 
for reliable, free-flowing two-way conversations. Most speech 
recognition devices fail to work in noisy environments. Most also 
require the use of bulky units that have a short battery life. The 
VRT is a near-term solution that recognizes users’ commands in 
high noise environments with near perfect accuracy. The system 

is very small, weighs only about 11 ounces and has a battery life 
of more than 65 hours. A powder-coated aluminum enclosure 
houses the device that renders it immune to water or sand 
damage and allows operation in high temperatures. The VRT fits 
in a standard M4 single ammo pouch and integrates with tactical 
headsets without interfering with communications. All deployed 
VRTs come with a high-power megaphone that enables users to 
project warnings and instructions to foreign nationals at much 
greater ranges than previous systems allowed. The VRT is also 
compatible with high power amplifier systems, such as the LRAD 
and Sound Commander.

The VRT and other language translation technologies are not 
capable of replacing human translators in key complex situations, 
such as interrogations or coalition communications. Instead, the 
VRT works well in routine, repetitive tasks that comprise the 
majority of interactions with the local populace. More than 350 
command phrases cover different situations a Soldier might face. 
These range from boarding and range commands to squad-level 
intelligence gathering, traffic control point duty, house searches, 
humanitarian assistance and training of foreign military personnel.

iNfaNtry Deploys compact  
voice-to-voice Device by Evelyn Harmon

Local nationals respond to the commands of SGT Paul Castle, gunner, 1257th Transportation Company at an entry control point in Balad. Castle is testing an 
electronic translation system called the Voice Response Translator. The device says more than 350 phrases in Arabic and has the ability to record new phrases with 
the help of a human translator.
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Adams Industries  ......................................... Los Angeles, CA
Alexander Contracting Co., Inc. ..........................Fortson, GA
AM General  .................................................. South Bend, IN
Atmos Energy Corporation  ............................ Columbus, GA
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MEI ...........................................................................Perry, FL
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Northrop Grumman Corporation  .................. Columbus, GA
Omega Training Group, Inc.  .......................... Columbus, GA
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Pioneer Services  ............................................. Columbus, GA
Ranger Joe’s  .................................................... Columbus, GA
Raytheon  ........................................................ Columbus, GA
Recon Optical, Inc., FPT Division ..................... Barringon, IL
Rite In The Rain Div., J.L. Darling Corp.  ...........Tacoma, WA
SAAB Training, LLC  ............................................Orlando, FL
SAIC  ...................................................................Orlando, FL
Schuff Steel-Atlantic, Inc. ...................................... Buford, GA
Shaw Infrastructure, Inc.  ............................. Ft. Benning, GA
SYColeman Corp.  ............................................ Arlington, VA
The Concrete Company .................................. Columbus, GA
TIC Federal Credit Union  .............................. Columbus, GA
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Vectronix, Inc.  .................................................. Leesburg, VA
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The National Infantry Association  
would like to give a special thanks to  
our Corporate Members:

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment proved the 
usefulness of the device in house searches. According to a Ranger 
report, VRTs contributed to the success of more than twenty direct 
action raids in Iraq in support of national level objectives. The 3/75 
report states: “In addition to sparing precious time on the objective, 
they reduced collateral damage by bridging a tremendous language 
barrier, therein resulting in the detention of more than 15 members 
of the local insurgent network. The VRT proved invaluable in 
multiple roles as not only a tactical questioning tool, but also as a 
force protection multiplier used both on objectives and from 
blocking positions.”

“We went on an air assault today, and 
I used the VRT. When there was no 
interpreter around it was wonderful. It 
helped me establish control in what would 
have been an uncontrollable situation 
without it.”  
- SPC Daniel Bell, RTO with the101st ABN

Units acquiring the VRT utilize an evaluation process to 
determine the equipment’s suitability for their personnel. Once the 
equipment passes this test, an Operational Needs Statement and 
an Urgent Needs Statement are staffed and approved. Then 
funding is requested. In some instances, the Rapid Equipping 
Force, an organization that provides U.S. military users with key 
systems needed for current operations, provides funding. The REF 
has deployed more than 1,000 VRTs and conducted evaluations 
during operational use. They have also included the device in 
“Escalation of Force” kits containing equipment needed by 
personnel for force protection and other duties.

The currently deployed version of the VRT recognizes a 
limited number of Iraqi words, so that foreign nationals can 
answer a small number of important questions. An advanced 
version, funded by the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA), will recognize a much greater number of 
spoken Iraqi words.

Integrated Wave Technologies, Inc. (IWT), a Silicon Valley-
based company that produces the VRT, specializes in the 
development and production of miniaturized speech recognition 
devices that work in high noise environments. Please see the 
company’s website at www.miltrans.com for more feedback, 
languages and specifications. 

 

 
Evelyn Harmon is a writer in Texas. She spent a year in Baghdad 

with a large defense contractor.







On 5 April 2007 in a ceremony at the Joint Multinational Training 
Center (JMRC), Hohenfels, Germany, (L-R) MAJ Jorge Corderio, SFC 
James Moore and SFC Tony Holcomb received the OSM. Awards 
were presented by SFC Anthony Petty (far left).
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★ News and awards ★

COL (Ret) Sidney F. ‘Skip” Baker 
(center) received the OSM from   
LTG (Ret) Ronald L. Watts (left). COL 
(Ret) Edmund K. ‘Mick’ Daly (right) 
narrated the ceremony at the 88th 
Annual Dinner for the Officers of the 
1st Infantry Division in Alexandria, 
Va., on 27 April 2007.

COL (Ret) Wayne Garcia, former Chief of Staff of Cadet Command 
at Fort Monroe, Va., received the OSM at his farewell ceremony in 
Newport News. The award was presented by MG W. Montague 
Winfield (L), CG of Cadet Command. 

SGM Timothy S. Hippen, 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 
34th Infantry Division receiving the OSM from BG (Ret) John D. 
McGowan at the 2BCT HQ in Boone, Iowa.

On 3 May 2007, Leroy 
Mzhickteno, a World War 
II veteran and Prairie Band 
Potawatomi member, received  
the OSM at a ceremony sponsored 
by the We-Ta-Se American Legion 
Post 410 in Mayetta, Kan. Pictured 
(left to right) are: MG (Ret) Jack 
Strukel; Leroy Mzhickteno; COL 
(Ret) Robert A. Dalton, Executive 
Secretary of the 35th Infantry 
Division; and Jim Gravenstein, 
past National Vice Commander of 
District 1 American Legion.

GEN Dan McNeill presented the 
OSM to MG Vincenzo Lops, Italian 
Army, 10 July 2007, at Fort Benning, 
Ga.

MG Carter Ham, CG 1st Infantry 
Division, presented the OSM to COL 
(Ret) Philip Pryor at the annual 1st  
Infantry Division Combat Officer’s 
Dinner held in Alexandria, Va., on 
28 April 2007. 

SGM Ray A. Quinn was presented 
the OSM on 14 June 2007 at the 
Florida National Guard Headquarters 
located in St. Augustine.

CH (CPT) Christopher S. Rusack 
received the OSM from LTC Clayton 
Sheffield, Battalion Commander, 
2-58th, on 9 April 2007. Rusack 
is Battalion Chaplain in the Infantry 
Training Brigade and Senior Pastor of 
Soldiers Chapel.



west poiNt chapter Names  
top iNfaNtry caDet by MAJ James “Jimmy” S. Kleager

On 5 May 2007, the West Point Chapter of the NIA held its annual 
Send Off at Camp Buckner to congratulate the graduating Infantry 
Firstie’s (seniors). It was a balmy day as the teams arrived for the first 
event of the afternoon. In true Infantry fashion, the chapter held a 
competition consisting of a 5-mile ruck march, a 3-mile run, a 250-
meter swim and as many pulls ups as possible.

The teams launched on 
the ruck march. The first 
team cleared the transition 
area to start the run two 
minutes ahead of the second 
place team. The leading 
teams entered the 55-degree 
water one minute apart, and 
the lead team was overtaken 
during the swim. It wasn’t 
until the final event, the pull 
ups, that the winning team 
clinched their victory. 

After the teams dried off and recovered around a barbecue pit, 
the USMA Infantry Tactics Club walked out of the woods with 
camouflage on their faces and a great Infantry smell. As everyone ate 
their fill, the West Point Chapter awarded Orders of Saint Maurice to 
SFC David Kirby and Mr. John Walsh (PL in WWII and member of 

the 35th Infantry 
Division 
Chapter). Next, 
the chapter 
presented CDT 
Paul Cheval the 
West Point Top 
Infantry Cadet 
award for his 
contributions to 
the Corps and 
his fellow 
Infantry Cadets. 
BG Robert 
Caslen, USMA 
Commandant, closed the ceremony with parting words to the 
Graduating Class. The evening ended with a bonfire on the beach, 
where everyone watched the Tactics Club depart in four UH-60 
Blackhawks to conduct an Air Assault attack on the MOUT site.

 
Adapted and reprinted from Assembly Magazine. MAJ Kleager is 

the secretary of the NIA West Point Chapter. He is also the Infantry 
Branch Representative at USMA.
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CDT Paul Cheval received the Top Infantry 
Cadet Award provided by the NIA, with 
bayonet donated by Ranger Joe’s. 

OSM recipients, Mr John Walsh (left) and SFC David 
Kirby (right). LTC Bill Butler, chapter President is in the 
background. 
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Why Belong to the NIA?
•  To support the work of the ONLY organization representing the entire 

Infantry and the Chief of Infantry. The combined strength of our 
membership ensures that the Infantry voice is heard by decision makers.

•  To share the camaraderie of like minded soldiers and citizens who believe 
in maintaining the Infantry spirit, and to help recognize outstanding 
Infantrymen. 

•  To grow professionally through participation in Association activities, 
programs and publications.

•  To support a new, expanded National Infantry Museum and the educational 
values associated with its contents.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please Check One: [ ] Change of Address [ ] New Membership  
[ ] Membership Renewal Chapter Affiliation ______________

Rank/Grade First Name MI Last Name Sex

Mailing Address 

City State Zip + 4 Digit

Active Duty or Civilian Job Title Unit, Firm or Company

Office Phone Home Phone Email

Annual Dues: All applicants other than those listed below:
[ ] 1 yr. - $20 [ ] 2 yrs. - $38 [ ] 3 yrs. - $55

Trainees, Enlisted E-2/E-6; Officer Candidates; 2LT in IOBC, GS-8, DACS and 
below, Wage Board 12 DAC and below:
[ ] OSUT 1yr. - $10 [ ] 1 yr. - $14 [ ] 2 yrs. - $25  [ ] 3 yrs. $36

Corporate Membership – Annual Dues:
[ ] Corporation - $300 [ ] Small Business - $100

Life Membership: 
[ ] Up to age 65 - $300 (Payable in full or in $25.00 Monthly  
 Installments by credit card.)
  [ ] Check here to pay in $25 monthly installments   
[ ] 65 & Older - $100 (Payable in full)

Professional Qualifications:
[ ] Active Army [ ] Nat’l Guard [ ] Army Reserve 
[ ] Army Retired [ ] Other Military Branch
[ ] Infantry Veteran [ ] DOD Civil Service [ ] US Defense Industry  
[ ] Civilian Supporter [ ] Consultant

 

Payment Options:
[ ] Check: Payable to NIA [ ] MC  [ ] Visa

Name as on Card  

________/________/________/________ _________________
Card Number   Exp Date 
  

Signature

PO Box 2823, Columbus, GA 31902
Tel. (706) 323-2560; Fax (706) 323-0967
members@infantryassn.com
www.infantryassn.com

Applicants must have been awarded the Combat 
Infantry Badge as certified to by official notation on 

the applicant’s DD-214, Official Army Orders, or other 
official documents. 

For more information and membership application, 
please visit our website at www.cibassoc.com or 

contact:

Daniel R. Sankoff, Major, C.I.A.
National Membership Officer

236 Danby Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936-7531
E-mail: silverfoxx236@aol.com

You earned it!  
Why not be part of the elite?
Join the organization for Combat Infantrymen.

AIRBORNE’S MAGAZINE!

VOICE OF
THE AMERICAN AIRBORNE ASSOCIATION (AAA)

AND
DIGEST OF THE AIRBORNE WORLD!

(The AAA is a chartered, non-profit association of vertical envelopment warfare personnel)

Send for a free copy of the Quarterly.
If you like what you see, then join!

Only $17.50/year, US, APO, FPO Canada, $25 (US)—Foreign $30 (US). PER YEAR $17.50
US/APO/FPO—$25 (US) CANADA—$30 (US) FOREIGN 

(Subscription includes membership dues in AAA)

FILL OUT THE FORM AND SEND IT TODAY! YOU’LL LIKE WHAT YOU SEE! SEND TO:

AMERICAN AIRBORNE ASSOCIATION/AIRBORNE QUARTERLY
10301 McKINSTRY MILL ROAD, NEW WINDSOR, MD 21776-7903

Name:__________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________

Address:___________________________________________________ Apt. #:__________________

City: __________________________________ State:_____ Nine Digit Zip:__________ - _________

Email:___________________________@___________________ Fax: _________________________

Website: ___________________________________________________________________________

Army____ Navy____ Air Force____ USMC____ Coast Guard____

Qualification: Para____ Glider____ Air Assault____ Troop Carrier____ SEAL____ 
USMC Recon____ Sp. Forces____ Air/Sea Rescue____ WWII Paramarine____ Glider Pilot____ Free 
Fall____ Other: _____________________________________________________________________

On the Internet? Visit us at www.AmericanAirborneAssn.org






